
Page 1 of 15 

 

Newspaper Clips 
       July 15, 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 2 of 15 

 

They can crack anything except Hindi at IIT, says survey 

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-they-can-crack-anything-except-hindi-at-iit-says-survey-2002172 

The IIT Bombay campus, supposed to be cosmopolitan in nature, is Hindi-centric, feel more than half the 

students. 

So, those from the southern states find it difficult to mingle with others and end up forming their own social 

groups and sticking to them throughout their stay in the institute. 

These are some of the findings of an extensive survey conducted by IIT Bombay students. They have compiled 

it in a report, "We don't need no segregation", published in the latest issue of the campus newspaper "Insight". 

The survey finds that 83% students in the campus are fluent in Hindi while 17% are not. Of those who have a 

tough time adjusting in the campus because they don't know Hindi, "89% are from south India. And 78% speak 

Telugu", according to the report. 

The sprawling IIT-B campus in Powai is residential with more than 6,000 students from across the country 

studying in various undergrad, postgrad and research courses. 

According to the report, over 56% students feel the campus is Hindi-centric despite the medium of teaching 

being purely English. "Not knowing Hindi can be a problem as it is an informal pre-requisite for entering 

various social circles and clubs," finds the survey which also says non-Hindi speaking students try to pick up 

Hindi but always feel other would make fun of them. 

A computer science and engineering student from Warangal said: "Hindi is almost an alien language in my 

hometown. It is a third language in schools. Though teaching, books, presentations... everything is in English, 

Hindi rules outside the class, in the hostels, mess and even at sports grounds." 

Lack of English knowledge leads to poor marks 
Though the dean of students' affairs claims that the institute provides English training for non-English medium 

students, a survey among freshers reveals the institute's efforts are too little and ineffective. Students who wrote 

JEE in Hindi struggle in academics, which is purely in English and score poor in exams. 

Reserve category students score poor 
The survey highlights an issue that has been raised by the faculty time to time: many reserve category student 

find it difficult to cope with studies and fare poor in the exams. 
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JEE (main) seat allotment for round 1 announced, website 

crashes 

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-jee-main-seat-allotment-for-round-1-announced-website-crashes-

2002143 

Over 12.4 lakh candidates, who appeared for JEE (main) this April and are awaiting admission in NITs and 

other centrally-funded institutions, had a tough time on Monday as the website of the Central Seal Allocation 

Board (CSAB) crashed as soon as the result had been uploaded. The board declared the allocation of seats 

around 8pm. 

"Since we weren't told at what time it (seat allocation) would be announced, I stuck to my computer screen from 

the morning. After the whole day of stress and panic, when they finally uploaded the data, the link to it 

crashed," rued a candidate, who had desperately been waiting to see where she would get admission. 

Earlier, CSAB had extended the deadline to fill options up to 8am on July 14 due to revision in rankings. The 

anxious candidates were extremely critical of the central agency's casual and below-the-mark performance. 

CSAB officials didn't respond to calls. The main counselling portal for engineering and architecture streams, 

http://csab.nic.in/csab2014/home.aspx, didn't offer any clarification either. The link was not working at many 

places till the time of going to press. Many students complained it was extremely slow. The website is handled 

by National Informatics Centre. 

CSAB is the competent authority overseeing admissions in 30 NITs, 10 IITs and nearly 20 other centrally-

funded engineering institutes. 

‘IIM-B to use tech to deliver higher-quality education’ says Sushil 
Vachani, Director, IIM-B  

Sushil Vachani has his work cut out as director of IIM Bangalore. He wants to ensure that the institute has a greater 
impact on the society "through entrepreneurship and programmes that address the needs of the base of the pyramid". 
An IIT Kanpur alumnus, Vachani brings to the institute a wealth of global experience earned from his stints at institutes 
such as the Boston University, where he was a tenured professor of strategy and innovation. In an interview with ET's 
Devina Sengupta, Vachani says he wants to borrow from some of the successful ideas implemented by these leading 
schools to make IIM-B a top global management school. Edited excerpts:  
 
Your first few days as director of IIM Bangalore. What were they like?  
 
Very busy and very exciting. IIM-B is an outstanding institution with a strong faculty, who wants it to rise to the top 
echelon of global management schools. I see a lot of potential and plan to work in a number of areas where we, the 
faculty and administration, can join with our alumni and benefactors to significantly enhance the value IIM-B creates for 
its stakeholders and society at large.  
What feedback have you received from faculty and administrators on reforms at IIM-B?  
 
IIM -B needs more diversity in student body, stronger global focus, greater impact on society and stronger alumni 
engagement.  

What changes do you plan to bring about at the institute? What are your immediate priorities?  
 
(The priority is to) embrace technology and leverage it to deliver higher-quality education and also reach out to a 
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broader base of students through the use of MOOCs (massively open online courses). Make sure the institute has a 
greater impact on society through entrepreneurship and programmes that address the needs of the base of the 
pyramid. We need to develop a much stronger global perspective. There should be stronger research eco-system and 
better alumni relations.  

As a tenured professor of strategy and innovation at Boston University, you had the opportunity to observe some of 
its educational innovations. Which of these initiatives would you like to borrow from for IIM-B?  

I would like our efforts to be informed not just by Boston University but by other top schools as well. Even before I 
officially joined the institute, I invited some of our faculty to visit Boston and we went and looked at key elements of the 
entrepreneurial eco-system in Boston, which is world-class. We also looked at some of the educational innovations at 
Harvard, MIT and Yale. I would like to borrow from some of the very successful ideas with regard to international 
curriculum, programme innovation and experiential learning that I was personally involved with or have had the 
opportunity to observe at leading schools.  

What are your views on the HRD ministry's proposal to set up an IIM and IIT in every state?  
 
India's demand for high-quality technical education is enormous and while the private sector has begun to provide such 
education, it is unable to meet the demand with an adequate supply of sufficiently high quality education. If the 
government can step in and meet the unmet demand that would serve the country well.  
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SPEND UGC FUNDS IN A YR, OR REPAY WITH 

INTEREST  

Hindustan Times (Mumbai) 

MUMBAI: In order to check the misuse of funds it allocates to colleges and universities, the University Grants 

Commission (UGC) has come up with a strict policy – institutes will have to utilise their grants within a year, or 

pay the money back to UGC, at an interest of 10%.  

“Many colleges don’t utilise grants sanctioned under various scheme in time and at the last minute, spend them 

on buying laptops for administrative employees or installing cameras in classrooms, among others. The UGC 

does not accept such purchases, and ultimately, the money goes from the colleges’ coffers,” a senior UGC 

official said.  

The executive body of the commission, in a recent meeting, has said it will also release funds well in time, so 

that colleges have sufficient time to utilise the money properly in the financial year in which they get it.  

One of the grants to f all under the deadline is the Rs185 lakh sanctioned to colleges to start Bachelor of 

Vocation courses.  

While six colleges in Mumbai received the grant, the state government took more than two months to give its 

approval to the course.  

“While the syllabus, most approvals and sanctions are finally in place, we are still waiting for the course to take 

off. The grant will need to be utilised soon,” said a professor at Ramniranjan Jhunjuhunwala College, 

Ghatkopar, one of the first colleges to receive the BVoc grant.  

The Centre has also asked the UGC that while granting funds, it must make clear to the colleges concerned the 

conditions attendant on the utilisation of funds, and what expenses are covered in their ambit.  
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Cracking the ranking code  

Hindustan Times (Chandigarh) 

DESPITE RECENT ADVANCES, NOT ONE INDIAN UNIVERSITY IS AMONG TOP 20 IN ASIA, LEAVE 

ALONE THE WORLD. COMPARED TO INDIA, EAST ASIAN COUNTRIES HAVE TAKEN A LEAD 

The success of Indian universities in cracking the code in the Silicon Valley and providing CEOs like 

Microsoft’s Satya Nadella and Nokia’s Rajeev Suri fails to explain its asymmetric performance in the global 

rankings list.  

Is the rankings code tougher to crack, or is there something that can explain the chasm between extraordinary 

alumni performance and low rankings of their alma mater? Or has the academic cognoscenti failed to 

acknowledge the prodigious achievements of Indian universities?  

NOT AT THE TOP  

Not one Indian university figures in the top 10 QS BRICS rankings, where every BRICS country, barring India, 

has at least one entry. Despite recent advances, not one Indian university is among top 20 in Asia, leave alone 

the world. Compared to India, East Asian countries have taken a virtually unassailable lead, and eight 

universities from East Asia figure in the top 50 in the Times World Reputation Rankings (2014).  

Just like the performance of Indian universities, the reasons too could be equally asymmetric. Consider this: In 

2012, India sent 97,000 students to the United States, while it received less than 800 American students. The 

Institute of International Education’s Open Door (2013) report reveals that the United States is host to over 

8,00,000 international students.  

China, Australia, the United Kingdom, Germany and France all exceed the six-figure mark, but not India. 

Ranking methodologies accord priority to internationality, and India is sadly missing in the top destination list.  

ORIGIN OF STUDENTS  

Geographical origin of students is another significant indicator. UNESCO’s Global Flow of Tertiary-Level 

Students (2012) reveals that Nepal and Bhutan are the two top sources of foreign students to India. Nepal is the 

only country which sends more than 5,000 students, and Iran, Malaysia and Afghanistan follow next. This is 

tragic because India is blessed with one of the world’s largest Englishlanguage educational programmes in the 

world, an advantage that East Asia does not enjoy.  

Another critical factor is academic output, and China’s performance is illustrative. China’s share among G20 

countries has increased from a little over 5% in 2003 to 14% in 2012. India is also ratcheting up its pace and its 

share in the ‘Web of Science’ has increased from 20,000 to 45,000 papers. However, India lags behind in 

quality, with the Thomson Reuter’s Report on Research and Innovation Performance (2014) revealing that 

India’s percentage of ‘highly cited papers’ is half of the globally accepted average. The report termed India’s 

Citation Impact as ‘stubbornly low’.  

A general paucity of Industry-Academia interaction has its impact on the issue of patents. The World 

Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) report illustrates how China now accounts for 20% of all patent 

applications filed, next only to the United States. Japan (17%) and Korea (9%) follow next, and Indian ranks 

ninth with less than 2%.  

RESEARCH EXCELLENCE  
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Both publications and patents are related to research excellence, and the UNESCO report on ‘Higher Education 

in Asia (2014)’, dedicated an entire chapter on research excellence. The section coauthored by experts Saeed Ul 

Hassan, Inn Beng Lee and Peter Haddawy concluded that “Universities in China achieve world-class 

performance in a total of 53 areas, followed by Singapore (37), Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of 

China (22), Japan (16) and the Republic of Korea (14).”  

However, there are indicators where Indian universities outsmart most countries. IITs have an acceptance rate 

of 2%, something that would be the envy of even the Ivy Leagues.  

Are Indian universities ersatz, or is it a mother lode waiting to be mined?  

Despite the extraordinary performance by its alumni, Indian universities still lack a focus on both research and 

rankings. And this is rankling many an Indian right now.  

 

(The author, who has extensively reported on the education sector as a journalist, is currently serving at the 

Asian Institute of Technology, Thailand)  
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Time to recognise private universities' role in putting India on 

the global education map 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-07-13/news/51429474_1_education-system-private-

universities-azim-premji-university 

Private universities in India are often treated with suspicion for providing poor quality education and being most 

focused on making money. While this may be true in some cases, they are playing a significant role in fulfilling 

our country's growing demand for quality higher education. Sixty per cent of college-going students in the 

country today are enrolled in private institutions. 

 

Rapidly increasing demand for higher education in India is part of a global trend with worldwide enrolment 

expected to rise from 100 million in 2000 to 260 million in 2025. Many countries are encouraging private 

institutions as a viable way to ensure that students are offered this opportunity. For example, Brazil recognized 

that the public sector cannot meet its youth's demand and therefore encouraged and supported private education. 

Currently, over 75% of Brazilian students go to private institutions and the largest higher education firm, 

Kroton, has over a million students. 

Similarly, developed countries such as Japan and Korea have over 70% students enrolled in private universities, 

while developing countries such as Malaysia have over 50%. China invested in top private universities through 

Project 985 to build a few world-class universities, but is struggling to provide education for students at the base 

of the pyramid. Recognizing this gap, China has also enacted a Law for Facilitation of Private Education in 

2002. 

This led to the number of higher education institutions doubling and enrolment increasing five-fold over the 

past decade. 

New Chapter 

The Indian higher education system consists of three tiers: elite public institutions, second-tier public and 

private institutions, and finally private institutions providing mass education. In most developing countries, elite 

institutions are publicly owned and heavily subsidized. 

In India too, the government spends a significant amount per student for IITs and IIMs. Commercial private 

players often do not have the same motivation to incentivize education, and have therefore not pursued quality 

higher education actively. 

However, with rapid economic growth, the private sector has reacted to the needs of our workforce and set up a 

large number of professional colleges, especially in engineering and management. The Indian School of 

Business, for example, created an innovative one-year MBA programme for students with work experience, 

relative to the traditional model at the IIMs. Recently, we have seen an emergence of philanthropic universities 

such as Azim Premji University and Shiv Nadar University that are offering quality education. 

Private universities in higher education are also breaking conventional paradigms in education. Ashoka 

University offers a liberal education to students, allowing them to break down borders of arts and sciences, 

theory and practice, and take courses across to craft their own interdisciplinary major. Such institutions can 
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serve as models for other institutions that focus on developing 21st century skills, critical thinking, 

communication and leadership. 

These initiatives point to the emergence of a new breed of private institutions in India that can complement elite 

public institutions and establish international standards of excellence in Indian higher education. 

While it is encouraging that the Union Budget 2014 committed resources to replicating apex institutions such as 

IITs, IIMs and AIIMS across the country, our government should look at the higher education system more 

holistically to increase the gross enrolment ratio (GER) and uplift quality. 

Hard Taskmaster 

The government should move beyond being the primary service provider in education and play a catalyzing role 

in improving quality of higher education in India. It can do so by tightening licensing standards and improving 

quality assurance, without impinging on the autonomy of private institutes. 

The government must invest in a regulatory architecture that can improve the standards of all institutions, public 

and private, dramatically. The National Assessment and Accreditation Council should be strengthened and the 

rating framework of institutes should shift focus from infrastructure and inputs to student learning outcomes. 

Given the fiscal deficit our country faces and the need to rapidly increase higher education institutions to meet 

demand, our government should recognize that private institutions are a large part of the ecosystem and play a 

significant role in achieving a high GER. We need the best of public and private efforts to make Indian higher 

education globally competitive. 

 

The writer is founder and trustee, Ashoka University  
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Private institutions are vital to higher education in India 

http://www.prepsure.com/news/private-institutions-are-vital-to-higher-education-in-india/ 

Private universities in India are often condemned for minting money and offering sub-standard education. But 

the fact remains that 60% college students in India are enrolled in private institutions. 

Worldwide enrolment in the higher education sector is expected to rise from 100 million in 2000 to 260 million 

in 2025. Many countries actively encourage their private institutions to meet the rising demand. Brazil 

recognizes the need to encourage support the private education sector in the country. More than 75% students in 

Brazil (over 10 lakh students) are enrolled in private institutions. 

Over 70% students in developed countries like Japan and Korea are enrolled in private universities while over 

50% students in developing countries like Malaysia are studying in private colleges too. 

China is not only investing in its top private universities to make them world-class but also enacted a Law for 

Facilitation of Private Education in 2002. This law doubled up its higher education institutions and enrolment in 

higher education increased five-fold. 

Indian higher education, there are elite public institutions like IITs and IIMs but there are few private 

institutions too like Indian School of Business or ISB, Azim Premji University and Shiv Nadar University are 

also offering quality education. It is high time, we recognise the role private institutions have played and can 

play in promoting higher education in India. 
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